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• Champion policies and programs in 
child health, early childhood and K-12 
education

• Use the most accurate, compelling data 
and research on child well-being

• Engage community support and insight 
including from our It’s About Kids (IAK) 
network of 68 leaders in 52 counties 
across the state

• Connect people with policymakers

Colorado Children’s Campaign



How is poverty defined?



In 2015, nearly 15 percent of Colorado kids lived in poverty 

(approximately 183,000 children)
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Good news by the numbers

20,000
fewer Colorado children in poverty in 2015 than in 2013



183,000 Colorado children are 
still growing up in poverty
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Structural barriers to opportunity mean that kids of color are 

significantly more likely to live in poverty than white children

8%

19%

14%

27%
28%

8%

16%

10%

27%

31%

8%

13%
14%

25%

29%

Non-Hispanic White Two or More Races Asian Hispanic/Latino Black

Child Poverty Rates by Race/Ethnicity

2007 2014 2015



Child poverty rates also vary by county

2014 Child Poverty Rates
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Despite a sharp drop in Denver’s child poverty rate in 2014, 

nearly one in four children still lived in poverty
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Looking at 200% FPL gives a better sense of how 

many children live in families struggling to get by.
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As the cost of living rises in Denver, many families are 

struggling to find stable, affordable housing
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• The timing of poverty

• The long reach poverty

• The causal mechanism of poverty

Poverty and Childhood: Why should we care?



Questions?

Bill Jaeger
Vice President of Early Childhood Initiatives

720.552.0002
bill@coloradokids.org


